fact that the feet are securely held in roller skates while on skateboards they remain free. Thus children who fall while wearing roller skates cannot recover their balance whereas those who fall from a skateboard often can. Although the hazards of skateboarding have been reported,5 a greater awareness by parents of the dangers of both activities might reduce the frequency of this type of accident.
Comment
Most (78%) of the 240 people positive for HIV among the 150 000 tested in Finland (population 4-9 million) by the end of December 1988 were from the Helsinki region, where the incidence corresponds to the European average Of the people positive for HIV, 149 were homosexuals, 59 were heterosexuals, 11 were drug addicts, eight had been infected through blood products, and 13 were unspecified.
We expected to find several previously untested men infected with HIV with a homosexual or drugs background, especially among cases of suicide. Our results suggest, however, that the prevalence of carriers is low in the general population as well as among heterosexual or homosexual men who commit suicide. In line with data on voluntary tests of arrested drug users' our results indicate that HIV has not gained a foothold among the 300 or so addicts in Helsinki. This, however, could change rapidly, as occurred in Sweden and Italy.4 In a recent survey 12% of Finns were concerned about catching HIV and 3% believed that the risk of infection was high.5 Therefore, that fear of HIV was the reason for suicide in two seronegative heterosexual men is not surprising.
Our results agree with existing data that indicate a decline in the rate of increase of the incidence of HIV infection in Finland. We believe that continuous testing for HIV antibody in medicolegal necropsies is valuable in monitoring changes in the epidemiology of the early phases of infection in the community, particularly when it pertains to suicides and violent deaths of people at high risk. 
